“*,..His Power To Us-ward...” 
“.. to us-ward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power” (Ephesians 1:19) 


I n this text Paul told the people of God at Ephesus that both he and they believed 
“according to the working of God’s mighty power” (Ephesians 1:19). The same is 
true of all believers today. Faith in Christ is not the work of man for God; it is the work 
of God in man. Faith in Christ is not the result of man’s free-will; it is the result of 
God’s sovereign will. Faith in Christ is not the operation of man’s natural heart; it is the 
operation of God in man’s heart. It does not lie within the realm of man’s will, nor 
within the realm of man’s ability to believe on Christ. Faith is a supernatural gift of 
God’s grace. God alone can give faith. He gives faith and withholds faith as He 
pleases. And when God the Holy Spirit gives faith to a sinner, His gracious operations 
are so powerful that they are irresistible. Every sinner who is born again by the grace 
of God comes to Christ because he wills to come to Christ, and he wills to come to 
Christ because he cannot do otherwise.—Don Fortner 


Sanctified in Christ Jesus 
“.. fo them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus...” (1 Corinthians 1:2) 


he sanctification of a believer is his standing in Christ; and the way in which the 

soul of the believer is carried on, in its knowledge and [understanding] of 
spiritual things is, altogether by union to Christ, and it is a matter of sovereignty, as 
God the Holy Ghost takes of the things of Christ, and reveals them to the soul. 
Now, when men say two things with regard to this sanctification; that, first of all, it 
progresses; meaning by that, as to what we termed the primary sense, that a man must 
make a certain progress in spiritual things, before he is fit to go to heaven; I say, that is 
not true. But if a man asks me, whether the believer is making progress in the divine life, 
my answer is this—I do not want progress to fit me for eternal life; I have all that in 
Christ. But if you ask me about progress, I will tell you; I do not believe that I shall [be] 
done with progress in time; I believe my progress will [continue] throughout eternity; so 
long as I shall have the infinite Jehovah to drink into, I believe my soul will [continue] 
making progress. I believe the finite can only be satisfied with the infinite, even with 
Jehovah Himself; I shall not have done with progress when my poor eyes shall close 
upon the things of time. No, so long as God has anything to give, my soul will take it in. 
That is the progress we want, and nothing lower than that will do. 
Then, again, when men tell us that this sanctification is imperfect, which is another expression 
that is used respecting it, my answer is, as to the primary sense, if is not true. The believer is 
perfect in Christ Jesus; complete in Him. But if they mean imperfect in the secondary sense, 
that is, that the soul has not attained to all that it is to attain unto, I say, that shat is most true. For 
here again, I see that there is not perfection in anything but what is of God, and, therefore, we 
are imperfect in that sense. I believe that throughout eternity we shall never attain to all that is 
to be attained to; we shall never receive all that is to be received from God. 
Now, [beloved], [I] want you to carry away these two ideas; that Christ is made of God 
unto us sanctification, inasmuch as He sanctifies and consecrates us in His own person, 
and by our union to Him; as complete in Him, in our standing before God. So that the 
poorest, the weakest amongst us, who for the first time receives the testimony which 
God has given respecting His Son, Jesus Christ, that man has all the fitness, all the 
perfection, all the completeness in which his soul ought to rejoice. He is “sanctified in 
Christ Jesus” [AMEN!]— William Krause 
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WHEN was the last time you looked at a beautiful painting and thought 
anything about the brush the artist used? Or, when was the last time you read 
some inspiring words and had any thought of the pen the author used? That’s 
absurd. Never. No, all the glory from the enjoyment of these works goes to the 
Artist and the Author. The instruments they use are insignificant. One brush or 
pen would be pretty much as good as the next. When Paul and Barnabas came 
back to Antioch after their first missionary journey; “they rehearsed all that 
GOD HAD DONE with them and how that HE had opened the door of faith 
unto the Gentiles” (Acts 14:27). Yes, God uses His church to plant and water 
the seeds of the gospel. Might we be found faithful in so doing. But, let us 
never forget, except The Lord give the increase there will be no fruit. We are 
but, “unprofitable servants” (Luke 17:10); indistinguishable brushes and pens 
in the hand of the Master who Himself gets all the glory. — Greg Elmquist 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it you are complete in 
Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 
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On Our Bookshelf 
A Prodigal Made A Blessing by Joseph Hart 


bookshelf .sovereigngrace.us 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 
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**,..all things work together for good...” 


“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). 


he apostle writes ‘My God shall supply all [our] need according to His 

riches in glory by Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 4:19). Do you believe this 
[reader]? Do you believe Christ here, that He will supply all your needs? If you 
believe, why all this murmuring that you have at times? You murmur at the Lord, 
and say, “O that He would supply my needs! O that He would let me know that I 
was a child of God!” And all the time God is working in His way, and fitting in 
one thing after another. 


Now the Lord says, ‘All things shall work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to His purpose;’ [Romans 8:28] and 
yet we are such unbelieving creatures that we cannot believe that all things shall 
work together for our good. There is one, perhaps, [who is reading this] who, 
with all his toiling, seems as if he is going to ruin. He has some “‘ifs,” and “buts,” 
and “hows,” disputing the promise that “‘all things shall work together for good.” 
“O,” say some; “why don’t you see? Why don’t you believe?” But it is difficult 
to see through a dark cloud; and we never shall believe all the time there is so 
much murmuring. But when the Lord the Spirit enables us, then we shall believe 
that “all things work together for good,” and all the way through the wilderness. 
He convinces us of sin, because we believe not in Christ. Before I met with my 
“accident,” I got into what some people call a melancholy fit; I got into such a 
state of wretchedness [and misery]. I was thinking that I was getting old, that I 
should be a burden to my children who were about me, that my children would 
forsake me, and the church stand aloof from me. While I was filling my mind 
with this lumber, it pleased the Lord that my leg should be broken, and He laid 
me on a sick bed; but all my foes were put to the flight; for all my children came 
around me, and my friends came to sympathize with me so often that I was 
obliged to tell them I could not see them so often. The best of all was, the Lord 
appeared to me in this text: “J will never leave thee nor forsake thee;”...and was 
filled as full of mercy as I was of lumber before. 

God says He will put us in the furnace; and when the Lord the Spirit begins to 
burn up the hay and stubble, we think we are going to ruin. But, while it will 
burn the rubbish, it will leave Christ and the conscience; and then we shall know 
something of manifest sanctification,—manifestly united to Christ, our living 
Head. — William Gadsby 


As to the rule of life or conduct, the Bible does not say for me to live is the 
law, but “For me to live is Christ” (Philippians 1:21). —Scott Richardson 


